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DETAILED ACTION 
1 . This FINAL action is responsive to the amendment filed on 1/3 1/2008. 



2. Claims 1-14 & 18 are pending. Claims 1,11,14 and 18 are the independent claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

3. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new 
and useful improvement tliereof may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

The claimed invention as a wliole must be use till and accomplish a practical apphcation. That is, it must produce a 
"useful, concrete and tangible result." **>State Street Bank & Trust Co. v. Signature Financial Group Inc., 149 F.3d 
1368, 1373-74, 47 USPQ2d 1596, 1601-02 (Fed. Cir. 1998).< The purpose of this requirement is to limit patent 
protection to inventions that possess a certain level of "real world" value, as opposed to subject matter that represents 
nothing more than an idea or concept, or is simply a starting point for future investigation or research {Brenner v. 
Manson, 383 U.S. 519, 528-36, 148 USPQ 689, 693-96 (1966); In re Fisher, 421 F.3d 1365, 76 USPQ2d 1225 (Fed. 
Cir. 2005); In re Ziegler, 992 F.2d 1 197, 1200-03, 26 USPQ2d 1600, 1603-06 (Fed. Cir. 1993)). 



Independent Claim 18 remains rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. The claim describes, "A layout document processor circuit", however according to the 
specification the layout document processor is software based and foils to describe any support for being construed as 
an actual hardware element consisting of a processor circuit. Instead the system for authoring content should include 
the processor circuit to represent a hardware based system. However the claims in their current format fail to specify a 
hardware element such as a CPU in the system or a computer readable medium for a software system. The claim is not 
statutory since the system itself only describes a series of abstract steps with no device for implementation or storage 
for any practical application. 



Claim RejecHons - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 

Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1-14 & 18 remains rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hyatt (NPL, XBL - XML 

Binding language, 2000, W3C, pgs 1-35) in view of DeRose (NPL, XML Pointer Language: Xpointer, 2001, W3C, pgs 1-25) 
Further in view of Didier (NPL — ^Didier's Lab report, 2000, xml.org, pgs 1-5). 

Regarding Independent claims 1, 14 & 18, A method, data structure & system of authoring content to be served by a 

server comprising: 

Authoring on a computing device a layout document which defines at least one area of a document which 
includes the content to be pubUshed; 

Authoring on a computing device at least one binding element which defines the identity and location of at 
least a portion of content an d, using xpointer syntax, at least one style description file which defines a style to be 
applied to a selected portion of content; 

In which the step of authoring the layout document includes allocating to the at least one defined area a 
director to at least one binding element such that w hen pri iccsscd the publ ished document includes in the defined area 
the content as directed by the binding element in the style as directed by the binding element 

Hyatt teaches the use of XML binding language which is a markup language for creating bindings to elements with 
style information using a style sheet (see pg 1, abstract &pg 13, section 1.16 &pg 13-14 section 2.1). The binding 
includes reference to content (pg 20, section 4 * pg 4, section 1 .2). Thus a binding element supports multiple 
definitions in a document (pg 1 7, section 2.5). Hyatt in page 4 provides the suggestion of using a pointer, he states 'The 
# notation must be used to point to a specific binding id within a binding document", thus the poiuid symbol is a 
xpointer expression provided as a fragment identifier which is a typical method of using Xpointer. Thus Hyatt teaches 
the tise of binding element that defines the identity and location of a portion of content located within a file/document 
by referencing a pointer. Although he provides a suggestion for using a pointer he foils to expUcitly show its 
application to portions of content located externally using exact Xpointer syntax. DeRose teaches the use of Xpointer 
which allows referencing of internal structures for a markup document (see pg 3, section 1). Xpointer allows 
examination of internal structure of a markup documents content and location information, thus identilying the location 
of a portion of content. Furthermore it defmes what areas of a document to pubUsh content because it references the 
content with its position/location information. It also teaches its application using a director, such can be seen on page 
22, section 5.4.4, wherein the code shows href = "#Xpointer. . . ." Thus the contents location is authored by being 
associated with link data using href. Furthermore the director is defined as an attribute format. Although DeRose shows 
that content can be located externally and in portions of a markup document he fails to teach the use of Xpointer with 
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Style information. Didier however explicitly shows on page 3 paragraph 3 the apphcation of Xpointer with 
implementation of stylesheet/layout information. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the binding elements with use of pointers of Hyatt to include reference to external 
content and style information using Xpointer of DeRose and Didier. The motivation for doing so would be to save 
significant time and memory by reducing the amount of code necessary in the markup document to reference external 
content and style information definitions. 

Regarding Dependent claim 2, with dependency of claim 2, Hyatt discloses the binding element does not itself 
contain any style or content, only containing directors to style or content (see pg 1, abstract &pg 13, section 1.16 & pg 
13-14 section 2. 1 , & pg 20, section 4 & pg 4, section 1 .2, including the explanation provided in the Independent 
claim). 

Regarding Dependent claim 3, with dependency o 1' claim 1 , 1 lyatt discloses the content is provided as an electronic 
file which contains a portion of text, or image, or a combination of text and image content (see pg 1, abstract & pg 13, 
section 1.16 & pg 13-14 section 2.1, & pg 20, section 4 & pg 4, section 1.2, including the explanation provided in the 
Independent claim). 

Regarding Dependent claim 4, with dependency of claim 3, Hyatt discloses the file comprises a section of data 

written for example m a mark-up language such as XML (see pg 1, abstract & pg 13, section 1.16 & pg 13-14 section 
2.1, &pg20, section 4 &pg 4, section 1.2, including the explanation provided in the Independent claim). 

Regarding Dependent claim 5, with dependency of claim 1, Thus Hyatt teaches the use of binding element that 
defines the identity and location of a portion of content located within a file/document by referencing a pointer. 
Although he provides a suggestion for using a pointer he fails to exphcitly show its application to portions of content 
located externally using exact Xpointer syntax. DeRose teaches the use of Xpointer which allows referencing of 
internal structures for a markup document (see pg 3, section 1 ). Xpomter allows examination of internal structure of a 
markup documents content and location information, thus identifying the location of a portion of content. Furthermore 
it defines what areas of a document to pubhsh content because it references the content with its position/location 
information. It also teaches its application using a director, such can be seen on page 22, section 5.4.4, wherein the code 
shows href = "#Xpointer. . . ." Thus the contents location is authored by being associated with link data using href. 
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Furthemore the director is defined as an attribute format. Although DeRose shows that content can be located 
externally and in portions of a markup docimient he fails to teach the use of Xpointer with Style information. Didier 
discloses the style description is provided in the form of an electronic file written for example in a mark-up language 
such as XML (see pg 3, wherein he references style/layout information within xpointer syntax in XML format defined 
within an XSL). At the time of the invention it wovild have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
binding elements with use of pointers of Hyatt to include reference to external content and style information using 
Xpointer of DeRose and Didier. The motivation for doing so would be to save significant time and memory by 
reducing the amovmt of code necessary in the markup document to reference external content and style information 
definitions. 



Regarding Dependent claim 6, with dependency of claim 1, Thus Hyatt teaches the use of binding element that 
defines the identity and location ofa portion olconlcnl located \\ ithin a file/document by referencing a pointer. 
Although he provides a snggestion I'or using a pointer he tails to explicitly show its application to portions of content 
located externally using exact Xpointer syntax. DeRose teaches the use of Xpointer which allows referencing of 
internal structures for a markup document (see pg 3, section 1). Xpointer allows examination of internal structure ofa 
markup docimients content and location information, thus identifying the location of a portion of content. Furthermore 
it defines what areas of a docimient to pubUsh content because it references the content with its position/location 
information. It also teaches its application using a director, such can be seen on page 22, section 5.4.4, wherein the code 
shows href = "#Xpouiter. . , ," Thus the contents location is authored by being associated with link data using href. 
Furthermore the director is defined as an attribute fomiat. Althougli DeRose shows that content can be located 
externally and in portions of a markup docimient he fails to teach the use of Xpointer with Style information. Didier 
discloses the director to a binding element provided in the layout document is defined as a style attribute within a 
section of machine-readable data written in a mark-up language (see pg 3, wherein he explicitly describes the use of the 
style attribute). At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
binding elements with use of pointers of Hyatt to include reference to external content and style information using 
Xpointer of DeRose and Didier. The motivation for doing so would be to save significant time and memory by 
reducing the amount of code necessary in the markup document to reference external content and style information 
definitions. 
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Regarding Dependent claim 7, Thus Hyatt teaches the use of binding element that defines the identity and location of 
a portion of content located within a file/document by referencing a pointer. Although he provides a suggestion for 
using a pointer he fails to exphcitly show its application to portions of content located externally using exact Xpointer 
syntax. DeRose teaches the use of Xpointer which allows referencing of internal structures for a markup doctmient (see 
pg 3, section 1). Xpointer allows examination of internal structure of a markup documents content and location 
information, thus identifying the location of a portion of content. Furthermore it defines what areas of a document to 
publish content because it references the content with its position/location information. It also teaches its application 
using a director, such can be seen on page 22, section 5.4.4, wherein the code shows href = "#Xpointer. . . ." Thus the 
contents location is authored by being associated with link data using href. Furthermore the director is defined as an 
attribute format. Although DeRose shows that content can be located externally and in portions of a markup doctmient 
he foils to teach the use of Xpointer with Style information. Didier discloses more than one style description is provided 
(pgs 3-4). At the time of the invention it would have been ob\ ious lo one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
binding elements with use of pomters of Hyatt to inelude relerenee lo external content and style information using 
Xpointer of DeRose and Didier. The motivation for doing so would be to save significant time and memory by 
reducing the amoimt of code necessary in the markup document to reference external content and style mformation 
definitions. 



Regarding Dependent claim 8, with dependency of claim 1, Thus Hyatt teaches the use of binding element that 
defines the identity and location of a portion of content located within a file/document by referencing a pointer. 
Although he provides a suggestion for usmg a pointer he fails to explicitly show its application to portions of content 
located externally using exact Xpointer syntax. DeRose teaches the use of Xpointer which allows referencing of 
internal structures for a markup document (see pg 3, section 1). Xpomter allows examination of internal structure of a 
markup docimients content and location information, thus identifying the location of a portion of content. Furthermore 
it defines what areas of a document to pubhsh content because it references the content with its position/location 
mformation. It also teaches its application usmg a director, such can be seen on page 22, section 5.4.4, wherein the code 
shows href = "#Xpointer. . . ." Thus the contents location is authored by being associated with link data using href. 
Furthermore the director is defmed as an attribute format. Although DeRose shows that content can be located 
externally and in portions of a markup document he fails to teach the use of Xpointer with Style information. Didier 
discloses defining a bmding element which defines the identity and location of more than one sfyle description or the 
identity and location of more than one portion of content (pgs 3-4). At the time of the invention it would have been 
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obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the binding elements with use of pointers of Hyatt to include 
reference to external content and style information using Xpointer of DeRose and Didier. The motivation for doing so 
would be to save significant time and memory by reducing the amount of code necessary in the markup document to 
reference external content and style information definitions. 

Regarding Dependent claim 9, with dependency of claim 1, Hyatt teaches defining two or more binding elements 
which direct to a common portion of content or sfyle description (see pg 1, abstract & pg 13, section 1.16 & pg 13-14 
section 2. 1, & pg 20, section 4 & pg 4, section 1 .2, including the explanation provided in the hidependent claim). 

Regarding Dependent claim 10, with dependency of claim 1, Hyatt teaches more than one biadtag element is 
provided, and the layout document includes a director to some or all of the total number of binding elements (see pg 1 , 
abstract &pg 13, section I.I6 & pg 13-14 section 2.1, & pg 20, section 4 &pg 4, section 1.2, including the 
explanation provided in the Independent claim). 

Regarding Independent claim 11, A data structure embodied in a computer-readable medium that is suitable for 
processing by a server for serving as a document, the data structure comprising: a layout document which defines at 
least one area of a document which includes the content to be published; at least one binding element which defines the 
identity and location of at least a portion of content and at least one style description which defines a style to be applied 
to a selected potion of content; In which the layout document includes at least one binding element allocated to at least 
one of the areas such that when processed the pubhshed document includes in the defined area the content as directed 
by the binding element in the style as directed by the binding element; whereby the data structure may be rendered on a 
device receiving the data structure fiom the server. 

Hyatt teaches the use of XML binding language which is a markup language for creating bindings to elements with 
style information using a style sheet (see pg 1, abstract & pg 13, section 1.16 & pg 13-14 section 2.1). The bmding 
includes reference to content (pg 20, section 4 * pg 4, section 1 .2). Thus a binding element supports multiple 
definitions in a document (pg 17, section 2.5). Hyatt however faUs to specifically show its application to portions of 
content located externally using Xpointer. Thus DeRose teaches the use of Xpointer which allows referencing of 
internal structures for a markup docimient (see pg 3, section 1). Xpointer allows examination of internal structure of a 
markup docimients content and location information, thus identifying the location of a portion of content. Furthermore 
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it defines what areas of a document to publish content because it references the content with its positionyiocation 
information. It also teaches its application using a director, such can be seen on page 22, section 5.4.4, wherein the code 
shows href = "#Xpointer. . . ." Thus the contents location is authored by being associated with link data using href. 
Furthermore the director is defined as an attribute format. Although DeRose shows that content can be located 
externally and in portions of a markup document he fails to teach the use of Xpointer with Style information. Didier 
however explicitly shows on page 3 paragraph 3 the apphcation of Xpointer with implementation of stylesheet/layout 
information. At the time of the invention it wovild have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
bindmg elements of Hyatt to include reference to external content and style information using Xpointer of DeRose and 
Didier. The motivation for doing so would be to save significant time and memory by reducing the amoimt of code 
necessary in the markup docimient to reference external content and style information definitions. 

Regarding Dependent claim 12, \\ iih dependency of claim 11, one or more dij.ereie sections of machine readable data, 
a first section defining the a layout document, a second section defining the at least one binding element and a thkd 
section defining content, and a fourth section defining at least one style description. 

Hyatt teaches the use of XML binding language which is a markup language for creating bindings to elements with 
style information using a style sheet (see pg 1, abstract &pg 13, section 1.16 &pg 13-14 section 2.1). The binding 
includes reference to content (pg 20, section 4 * pg 4, section 1.2). Thus a binding element supports multiple 
definitions in a document (pg 1 7, section 2.5). Hyatt however fails to specifically show its application to portions of 
content located externally using Xpointer. Thus DeRose teaches the use of Xpointer which allows referencing of 
internal structures for a markup document (see pg 3, section 1). Xpointer allows examination of internal structure of a 
markup documents content and location information, thus identifying the location of a portion of content. Furthermore 
it defines what areas of a document to pubUsh content because it references the content with its position/location 
information. It also teaches its application using a director, such can be seen on page 22, section 5.4.4, wherein the code 
shows href = "#Xpointer. . . ." Thus the contents location is authored by being associated with link data using href, 
Furthermore the director is defmed as an attribute fonnat. Allhougli DeRose shows that content can be located 
externally and in portions of a markup document he fails to teach the use of Xpointer with Style information. Didier 
however expUcitly shows on page 3 paragraph 3 the apphcation of Xpointer with implementation of sfylesheet/layout 
information. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skUl in the art to modify the 
binding elements of Hyatt to include reference to external content and style information using Xpointer of DeRose and 
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Didier. The motivation for doing so would be to save significant time and memory by reducing the amount of code 
necessary in the markup document to reference external content and style information definitions. 

Regarding Dependent claim 13, with dependency of claim 12, the discrete sections form part of a single file of 
machine readable data or separate files of machine readable data. 

Hyatt teaches the use of XML bmdmg language which is a markup language for creating bindings to elements with 
style information using a style sheet (see pg 1, abstract &pg 13, section 1.16 &pg 13-14 section 2.1). The binding 
includes reference to content (pg 20, section 4 * pg 4, section 1 .2). Thus a binding element supports multiple 
definitions in a document (pg 17, section 2.5). Hyatt however fails to specifically show its application to portions of 
content located externally using Xpointer. Thus DeRose teaches the use of Xpointer which allows referencing of 
internal structures for a markup docimient (see pg 3, section 1). Xpointer allows examination of internal structure of a 
markup documents content and location information, thus identifying the location of a portion of content. Furthermore 
it defines what areas of a document to publish content because it references the content with its position/location 
information. It also teaches its application using a director, such can be seen on page 22, section 5.4.4, wherein the code 
shows href = "#Xpointer. . . ." Thus the contents location is authored by being associated with link data using href. 
Furthermore the director is defined as an attribute format. Although DeRose shows that content can be located 
externally and in portions of a markup document he fails to teach the use of Xpointer with Style information. Didier 
however explicitly shows on page 3 paragraph 3 the application of Xpomter with implementation of stylesheet/layout 
information. At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
binding elements of Hyatt to include reference to external content and style information using Xpointer of DeRose and 
Didier. The motivation for doing so would be to save significant time and memory by reducing the amoimt of code 
necessary in the markup docimient to reference external content and style information definitions. 

It is noted tliat any citation [[s]] to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the prior art references and any 
interpretation of tlie references sliould not be considered to be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for 
all it contains and may be relied upon for all tliat it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary 
skiU in the art. [[See, IVIPEP 2123]] 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's has not filed any specific arguments in the response dated 1/3 1/2008 as such no response is deemed 

necessary. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS 
ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Apphcant is reminded of the extension of time pohcy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of 
this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 

will expire on the dale the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated fi'om 
the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS 
fh)m the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications fiom the examiner should be directed to 
Manglesh M. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272-5937. The examiner can normally be reached on M,F 8:30-6:00 T,TH 
8:30-3:00 Wed 8:30-7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are luisuccessful, the exammer's supendsor, Stephen S. Hong can be 
reached on (57 1)272-4 124. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 57 1 - 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an apphcation may be obtained fi-om the Patent Apphcation Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for pubhshed apphcations may be obtained fiom either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-fiee). 

Manglesh M. Patel 
Patent Examiner 
May 9, 2008 

/Manglesh M Patel/ 
Manglesh Patel 
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